'IRAQ,
were besieged and other points had been either cut off or
endangered. Withdrawal from Diwaniya to Hilla, which had
been repeatedly attacked, was deemed essential. It was
effected under great difficulties, July soth.1 For a time, no
order could be maintained outside the line of defences
immediately about Baghdad.2
The British reverses on the middle Euphrates not unnaturally
reacted on the situation on the lower Euphrates and in the
Muntafiq. On July 30th, Saiyid Had! al-Muqutar from Najaf
appeared in the Samawa area, establishing himself at Khidhr.
Supported, it was alleged, by 'an immense quantity of gold3,3
he became the leading figure among the insurgents, inflaming
the tribes to a Jihad with but one aim: the overthrow of the
Civil Administration in the lower Euphrates. Other Saiyids
and 'Ulama, operating on the Gharraf, at Shatra and at Khidhr,
joined him in preaching the Jihad which was declared from
Karbala about August 6th.4 These activities were doubly
effective on the tribes in conjunction with what appeared to
be continued British reverses. Musaiyib had been reoccupied
on August 12th, and Hindiya Barrage on August i3th, but the
evacuation of Qal'at Sikar on August i2th, following an attack
on it, led the insurgents to believe that they had inflicted a
military defeat on the Government and had driven it from a
large portion of the country. The insurgents3 belief in the
success of the rising seemed confirmed by the British loss of
Khidhr with two armoured trains on August i3th; by the
isolation by land of Samawa on the same day; by the loss of
several British vessels on the upper Euphrates on August I5th;
by the evacuation of Shatra on August soth;5 by the capture of
the S.g with all on board, on August s8th; by the evacuation of
1 London Gazette, p. 5335 (50-8).
3 Review C. Admin , 1914-1920, p. 147.
3 Admin. Report, Muntafiq, 1920, pp. 20, 21.
* London Cassette, p. 5337 (66).
5 Not August 27th as in Haldane: op. cit., p. 215.   See Admin. Report,
Muntafiq, 1920, pp. 20, 21.
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